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The Food Production Chain
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3.2,

MEDEHRE

Description of the agricultural producr or foodstuff:
Tvpe of product (Annex III):
Class 1.3: Cheese.

Description of the product to which the name in (1) applies:

The protected designation of origin cheese is a compact pressed cheese made from
the raw, whole milk, with natural acidity from fermentation, of sheep of the native Sicilian Comisana,
Pinzirita and Valle del Belice breeds and their crosses. On release for consumption, it has the following
physical characteristics: Shape: cylindrical, with slightly concave or almost flat top: flat or slight
concave underside. Dimensions: minimum 14 cm — maximum 15 cm, minimum base diameter
20 cm — maximum 21 cm, obtained by using a reed basket. Weight: between 3.5 and 4,5 kg.
External appearance: a more or less intense yellow skin from the presence of saffron; marks from
the basket and a filmy cover of oil or oil sediment; the crust must not be more than 5 mm in
thickness. Internal appearance: the paste uniformly yellow of a more or less intense tone. Eves: the
cheese may be slightly covered in eves. Appearance of the paste: smooth and not grainy. Swearing:
ranging from none to hardly anv. Organoleptic properties: delicate odour with a slight aroma of
saffron; hardly noticeable saltiness; lightly pungent in the first months of ageing with a tendency to
becoming more so. Chemical properties: fat: minimum <40 % on the dry matter; protein content:
minimum 35 % on the dry martter; salt (NaCl): maximum 5 % on the dry matter; pH: between 4,80
and 5,70. must mature for at least 60 days after the date of production. Maturing
must take ... ... . ---. p.ace with small openings in order to provide moderate ventilation; or in
stores maintaining a temperature of around 8 to 10 °C and a relative humidity of between 70 and
80 %.
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Gl main export destinations
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